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The Unit welcomes the new members to the 

ACBL who have joined in the past year and have 

enjoyed the hospitality of our tournaments. 

The increased participation of these new mem-

bers in the 199er section at our last several 

sectionals is very encouraging for the future 

of duplicate bridge in Unit 131. 

Congratulations to the members of our 

Braggin’ Rights teams who returned the Flight 

A, Flight C and Flight D trophies to Unit 131 

from St. Louis. It is not too early to make 

your plans for the Unit 131 Braggin’ Rights 

knockouts held at our July 2010 Summer Sec-

tional.  Congratulations to those members of 

our Unit who will be representing District 15 

in the North American Pairs event at the NABC 

in Reno in March. 

Congratulations to the bridge teachers in 

Unit 131. They are the future of bridge in the 

Unit. They are very active in all areas of 

Unit 131 and their tireless efforts teaching 

and mentoring new players to bridge especially 

duplicate contract bridge will only improve 

the quality of play in Unit 131. 

 Make your plans for the Holiday Regional 

December 26-31, 2009. Our tournament committee 

has planned an excellent schedule for the en-

joyment of all. 

 

See you at the Regional  

 

   JohnJohnJohnJohn  

Board 

of 

Directors 



The Declarer welcomes comments and ideas.  If you 

have an item of interest and are a member in good 

standing of Unit 131, please feel free to send your 

information to: 
 

Kathy Rolfe, Editor 

490 Winnebago Dr. 

Lake Winnebago, MO 64034 

Or email:  kathysbridge@lycos.com 

Bridge on the Web 

Unit 131 Web site:  www.bridge131.org 

ACBL Web Site:  www.acbl.org 

The Unit/clubs calendar is available at: 

http://www.calendars.net/cals/unit131 

There is a wealth of information available on these sites. 

Be sure to check them out. 

The View From Here 
Congratulations to the North American Open Pair unit and district winners—

those that won at the unit final and those who went on to win at the District 

final to be eligible to compete in the Nationals in Reno in the spring.  Read 

more about them on page 5.  Please make sure you know how to get to our unit 

webpage as we no longer go through the geocities link.  The correct website is 

www.bridge131.org. Please join us for the Regional tournament at the Sheraton Hotel in 

Overland Park again this year after Christmas and remember that if you have fewer than 5 

masterpoints you get to play for free!  See the tournament flyer on page 3 for more details.  Did 

you know that our Unit is the top unit in the district for average member age.  That means we 

have the lowest average age!  Our average age is 67.56 while district wide it is 69.4 and ACBL 

wide it is 68.97.             
             Kathy Rolfe 
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Please notify ACBL of any address or phone changes—for future directories and for future 

mailings from the unit.  If you want those changes publicized to the membership please contact 

Kathy Rolfe at kathysbridge@lycos.com or 816-537-5165.  Those changes can then be noted 

here so that members can change their current directory. 

Current changes: 

Jim & Corinne Kirkham  913-232-8408 

Janie Masters   913-685-2331 

Sharyll Modschiedler  913-232-9676 

Clare Pyles    816-525-4962 

Looking for Volunteers 

Volunteer bartenders needed for sectionals April 23 & 24, July 9 & 10. 

Volunteers needed for set up at Sectionals on April 23 and July 9. 

Looking for nominations for the Board of Directors.  Elections to be held 

at the April Sectional.  Seven positions will need to be filled. 

Please contact Dorothy Johnson at djohnson6854@att.net or 816-252-

6854 for all of the above. 

Do you want your Life Master in 300 

points, not 500? 

Make sure you join ACBL before the end 

of 2009 and you keep your membership 

current. 

Remember the rules for achieving life 

master change beginning in 2010.  If you 

are a member before the new rules go 

into effect, you get to work on your life 

master based on the old rules! 





    Milestones and Achievements 

The ACBL has established a number of levels of master-

point achievement as particularly significant including: 

Grand Life Master—10,000 MPs + National title 

Platinum Life Master—10,000 MPs 

Emerald Life Master—7,500 MPs 

Diamond Life Master—5,000 MPs 

Gold Life Master—2,500 MPs 

Silver Life Master—1,000 MPs 

Bronze Life Master—500 MPs 

Life Master—300 MPs 

New Life Masters  Silver  Life Masters 

Roy Coplen  Chris Buck 

Richard Holzman John Glagola 

Sheila Rohrer  Laurence Mayer 

   Linda West 

   Philip Wisdom 

Gold Life Masters  Emerald Life Masters  

Beckie Stasi  Chuck Malcolm 

   Donna Stack Magee 

Top 50 Unit 131/234 Players at the 

K.C. Fall Sectional Tournament 
Total masterpoints: 805.65 earned by 238 

players.  Total attendance:  214 tables. 

 

1. 21.65 Elizabeth Jankord, Manhattan KS 

2. 15.36 William Muir, Kansas City MO 

3. 14.41 Victoria Muir, Kansas City MO 

4. 14.23 Donald Stack, Overland Park KS 

5. 13.54 John Oxley, Saint Joseph MO 

6. 12.93 William Hoge, Olathe KS 

7. 12.93 Jim Dingwerth, Kansas City MO 

8. 12.39 Tim Hays, Kansas City MO 

9. 12.39 Jesse Bowe, Easton MO 

10. 12.25 Lee Magee, Prairie Village KS 

11. 12.25 Donna Stack Magee, Pr Vil. KS 

12. 11.35John McDaniel, Lees Summit MO 

13. 10.07 Gary Roberts, Leawood KS 

14. 10.07 Craig Schallert, Mission KS 

15. 9.98 Jim Kirkham, Leawood KS 

16. 9.98 Corinne Kirkham, Leawood KS 

17. 8.01 Steven Day, Shawnee KS 

18. 8.01 Sitaraman Sathiamoorthy, Olathe  

19. 8.01 Prasad Krishna-Moorthy, Sh. Msn  

20. 8.01 Krishna Saha, Overland Park KS 

21. 7.90 William Karnaze Jr, Lees Summit  

22. 7.90 Doug Schlosser, Lees Summit MO 

23. 7.64 Fred Lambert, Kansas City MO 

24. 7.59 John Ryan, Shawnee Mission KS 

25. 7.44 Leo Spittler, Shawnee Mission KS 

26. 7.44 David Braverman, Overland Park  

27. 7.42 Jack Spear, Shawnee Mission KS 

28. 7.10 Nancy Spear, Shawnee Mission KS 

29. 7.08 Maggie Frick, Overland Park KS 

30. 6.83 Alan Spohn, Olathe KS 

31. 6.68 Mike Septon, Saint Joseph MO 

32. 6.68 John Johnston, Saint Joseph MO 

33. 6.63 Allen Rew, Independence MO 

34. 6.50 Donald Brooker, Fairway KS 

35. 6.49 Lale Broderson, Lees Summit MO 

36. 6.49 Karen Sturgeon, Lee's Summit MO 

37. 6.31 Bruce McKeithan, Shawnee Msn KS 

38. 6.02 Marianne Payne, Overland Park KS 

39. 6.01 Robert Klare, St  Joseph MO 

40. 6.01 Louis Payton, Savannah MO 

41. 6.01 Linda Eakes, Leawood KS 

42. 5.54 Vince Nordberg, Topeka KS 

43. 5.54 Jim Stewart, Topeka KS 

44. 5.49 Nancy Trager, Shawnee Msn KS 

45. 5.47 Cheryl Jackson, Kansas City MO 

46. 5.36 Marti Malcolm, Topeka KS 

47. 4.97 Randy Forchee, Lee's Summit MO 

48. 4.77 John Losik, Olathe KS 

49. 4.77 Bernie Fromm, Kansas City MO 

50. 4.74 Mary Mertz, Overland Park KS 

 

As space allows, we will try to recognize the rank achieve-

ments of our newer or non-life master players.  Encouraging 

and developing these players is vital to the continuation of 

this great game. 

New Junior Masters—5 MPs 

Karen Carter, Barbara Finney, Dee Johnston, Joe Johnston,  

Harold Kanagawa, Jane Nettels, Patricia Pacheco, Sheila 

Prince, Donna Wisdom 

New Club Masters—20  MPs 

Susan Ainsworth, Fred Coulson, Don Grisham, Phillip Ho-

des, Carol Otis, John Roberts, Pat Roberts, Ann Robertson, 

Stanford Zeldin 

New Sectional Masters  — 50 MPs 

Wayne Coulter, Michael Hughes, Randall Johnson, Eliza-

beth Kresch, Judy West 

New Regional Masters — 100 MPs 

Dan Breeding, Nancy Trice 

New NABC Masters—200 MPs 

Jeanie Brown, Mel Dodd, Kathleen Moore 

Welcome New Members: 

Suzan Baker, Nancy Bolin, Keith Carr, Larry 

Fewell, Sukey Fox, Sandy Kanagawa, Lee Greif, 

Anna Herndon, Gene Herndon, Brady Jesse, 

Howard Kaiser, Michele Kaplan, Nancy Kapp, 

Karen Kittell, Linda Litton, Marsha Moseley, 

Lois Reitz, Marilyn Simmons, Arasikere Saphy-

anarayan, Marilyn Simmons, Linda Stortz 



"HAVE A HEART, HELP A CHILD" 

    Although it was announced that the Burnells would be retiring from Have a Heart last year, only Joe was lucky 

enough to have found a replacement. The woman who had agreed to replace me decided that it was more work 
than she expected and changed her mind.  The thing is...no matter who is doing the work, Have a Heart is a very 
worthwhile project and we've had nearly 10,000 recipients of foster children assigned to the Division of Family Ser-
vices.  Remember that it started right here in the Bridge Studio and grew at a very rapid pace after the first year, so 
a number of you bridge players can take credit for helping us put smiles on the faces of some very special kids.  

    Some time in November we will be having a raffle at the Firefighters Hall in conjunction with a "Texas Hold 'em" 
game for our annual fundraiser.  I will post the date as soon as it has been determined.  We would love to have any 
of you attend that are interested in playing poker or just to be there for the drawing and we will still be accepting 
donations from any of you who believe in the project.  We will be serving chili and chili dogs at the hall and every-
one is welcome. 

    If you are interested in adopting any of the kids for Christmas gifts, or simply want to send a check to help pay 
for the clothing and toys we add to the packages, please contact Joe or Sherrill Burnell at 816-356-0777 or catch 
us at the Studio through the week. 

    Joe and I both appreciate all you have done to make this charity program work and we hope you will continue to 
see it as a way to let these kids know that "somebody cares".  

1st in Flight A: Don Stack & Linda Eakes 

All of Flight A is from Unit 131: 

1. Don Stack & Linda Eakes 

2. Stephen Stewart & Ron 

Ashbacher 

3. Marti & Chuck Malcolm 

North American Pairs 

To advance to the national 

finals of the North Ameri-

can Pairs, the qualifiers in 

each flight from the Unit 

finals first had to finish in 

the top 3 at the District 15 

finals at the Oklahoma City 

sectional on October 24. 

 

The Top Unit qualifiers 

who earned the chance to 

play in Oklahoma City were 

Linda Eakes & Don Stack, 

Jack & Nancy Spear, Vicki 

& Bill Muir in Flight A.  In 

Flight B Barb Hicks & 

Mike Mastio, Greg Barnes 

& Richard Troth, and 

Prasad Krishna-Moorthy 

and Suresh Sane qualified.  

In Flight C Eric Rolfe & Ra-

jeev Bansal and Norm & 

Max Kahn survived the 

unit Qualifier. 

 

Of the nine pairs going on 

to the finals at the spring 

2nd in Flight C: 

Rajeev Bansal & Eric Rolfe 

Flight B: 

1. Prasad Krishna-Moorthy & 

Suresh Shane 

2. Greg Barnes & Richard Troth 

 

Flight C: 
 

2. Rajeev Bansal & Eric Rolfe 
 

NABC for district 15, six of them 

are from Unit 131.  Way to go!  

Even better news for the top 2 

pairs in each flight is that ACBL 

subsidizes their trip.  The top 

players in each flight will re-

ceive $700 each and the second 

place players will receive $300 

each. 
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Chris Patrias working on his crossword 

puzzle at the October Sectional. 



Last time we talked about the Youth player.  This time the junior player is in the spotlight.  What is a junior player?  

ACBL Junior Division  
 
Eligibility:   25 years of age or younger, a student,  and ACBL member in good standing  
 
Special Events/Benefits:  

•Eligible for all Junior special events and benefits , including reduced annual membership of only $14, and discounts at NABC’s, 
               Regionals, and Sectionals 

• College Team championships  

• Teacher of Junior Bridge workshops/receptions at each NABC for bridge players interested in starting Youth programs and 
classes in their area 

• Opportunity to play in the Junior Team Trials and win a trip to participate in the World Junior Team Championships  
 
Awards/Positions:  

• Junior Ambassadors (http://www.youth4bridge.org/assets/documents/news/JuniorAmbassadors.pdf) 

• Junior Advocate   (for 2009-2010 that is Bryan Delfs and here is his letter) 

   Youth  

           Bridge  

                        News 

Upcoming Youth 

Tournaments: 
Less than 5 masterpoints: 

Play free at the KC Regional 

Tournament  12/26/09-12/31/09 

 

Hello:            June 15, 2009 

My name is Bryan Delfs and I'm delighted to be the first ACBL Junior Advocate. To give 
you a little bit more information about me, I am 24 years old, live in Kenosha, Wisconsin 
and have been playing bridge for seven years. I work full time at Snap-on Tools as an 
Administrative Assistant, I work on the weekend as a waiter at a German Restaurant in 
Kenosha called House of Gerhard and I am a night time student at the University of 
Wisconsin Parkside earning my Business Degree. I have played in many National Events, 
was part of the 2008 Junior Bridge Team that went to Lodz, Poland and am an alternate 
for the 2009 Junior Bridge Team that is going to Istanbul, Turkey. 

While there is no clear path for the direction of this position, I am very optimistic. I 
believe that there is a bright future ahead and have met some very wonderful people who 
are making that happen. I believe there are bridge teachers all across the country who are 
working hard to encourage the local youths and juniors into learning our great game. I 
believe that I can help make a difference and that volunteering is the first step. 
I would love to hear from everyone who has a suggestion, idea or even a story that would 
encourage youth and junior bridge. I invite you to contact me anytime and look forward 
to getting involved with as many groups in our community as possible. 

This is a great game and together we can move the torch forward! 
 
Bryan Delfs 
Junior Advocate 
E-mail: bryandelfs@gmail.com 



Student’s Corner        by Paul Pressly 

Still on the subject of “When and When Not to Double” 

A frequent understanding, in the case of suit contracts, is that double of a confidently bid game or 

slam calls for an unusual lead.  This means the defender on lead can not lead trumps or any suit bid by 

either of the defenders.  Generally, such doubles suggest a void and it is up to partner to find it.  For 

example, sitting North would you bid 7 spades or risk a double with: 

                                                                       J1082 

                                                                       10 

                                                                       -------- 

                                                                       QJ1098743 

---------- 

                                 K5                                                                       AQJ977632 

                                 AKJ94                                                                Q10865 

                                 AK2                                                                    ---------- 

                                                                       AKQ753 

                                                                       84 

                                                                       732 

                                                                       65 

North passed because of the 4 card spade length.  East opened 1 heart and South bid 2 spades.  West 

bid 3 diamonds and North bid 4 clubs.  East bid 6 hearts and South bid 6 spades.  This was passed 

around to East who now bid 7 diamonds.  West converted to 7 hearts and you have a bid. 

The actual North doubled, since the partnership had a firm agreement that the double asked for an 

unusual lead.  North/South had bid both black suits, so South led the 7 of diamonds, for down one and 

a near top. 

Five-Level Doubles    

The issue at the five level is quite different.  The hand, instead, belongs to you and the opponents are 

sacrificing.  Will you score better if you go on to the five level or do you stop and double the oppo-

nents?  A lot of matchpoints have been lost on this decision.  Experts have devised their own individ-

ual methodology for handling five level decisions.  Here is one that works. 

                                HOW PARTNERS CAN HANDLE THE FIVE LEVEL DECISION 

                                                  WHEN IT IS CLEARLY THEIR HAND 

Your Position                        Passing                            Bidding On                               Doubling 

Second Hand                     Shows interest                  Shows extra values,                    Shows: 

                                            In the five level                not previously shown                -Minimum values 

                                            A forcing pass                                                                        and/or Defensive 

                                            Situation                                                                                 values in Opp’s suit 

Your Position                         Passing                          Bidding On                           Doubling 

Fourth Hand                         Shows                            Shows near slam                Shows not enough values 

(partner has already           agreement with            values or highly                  to accept partner’s 

passed or doubled)               partner’s double          distributional hand           invitation to the 5 level 

 

In the above partnership arrangement, there are several factors at work.  Most important of all, it is a 

partnership decision with inputs from both sides.  Note that partner’s second hand double is reversi-

ble and represents just an input to the final decision.  Obviously, combining the information from both 

hands improves the decision-making process.  The tendency is not to go to the five level unless you 

really have a good reason—extra values that you haven’t yet shown or unusual distribution.   



NABCs 

Nov. 25-Dec. 6, 2009 San Diego, CA 

 

Unit Events Scheduled 

K.C. Regional  Overland Park, KS 

   Sheraton Hotel 

   Dec. 26-Dec. 31, 2009 

 

Unit Game  at the Studio 

   January 30, 2010 

   Board Meeting. 4:30 

   Potluck Dinner 6:30 

   Unit Game  7:00 

American Contract Bridge League 

2725 SW Bluestem Dr. 

Topeka, KS 66614-6035 

 

 

 

                  

Area Tournaments 

 

Sectional Tournaments     

  

Jan. 15-17, 2010  Hutchinson, KS 

Jan. 15-17, 2010  St. Charles, MO 

Feb. 26-28, 2010  Lawrence, KS 

Mar. 5-7, 2010   Springfield, MO 

 

Regional Tournaments 

Dec. 26-31   Overland Park, KS 

Schedule of Future Events 
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